lake-country in the opening chapter of this book.
Of this visit to his future home and lands Wil-
liam Cooper has written: "In 1785 I visited
the rough and hilly country of Otsego. I was
alone, three hundred miles from home, without
food of any kind. I caught trout in the brook
and roasted them in the ashes. My horse fed
on the grass that grew by the edge of the
waters. I laid me down to sleep in my watch-
coat, nothing- but the wilderness about me. In
this way I explored the country and formed my
plans of future settlement. May, 1786, I opened
a sale of forty thousand acres of land, which
in sixteen clays were all taken up by the poorest
order of men/' Here William Cooper laid out
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